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1.	
  EPISTEMIC	
  WRITING	
  REQUIRES	
  
PRACTICE	
  	
  

•  High	
  stakes	
  and	
  low	
  stakes	
  	
  
•  Begin	
  low	
  stakes	
  to	
  prevent	
  writer’s	
  block	
  
(LeHer	
  to	
  your	
  mother)	
  

•  Use	
  (advisor’s)	
  wri7ng	
  as	
  model	
  	
  
•  Keep	
  a	
  journal	
  and	
  write	
  daily	
  (punch	
  clock)	
  



2.	
  PROCESS	
  

•  Pre-­‐wri7ng	
  or	
  inven7on	
  (brainstorming,	
  
mapping,	
  journals)	
  

•  Wri7ng	
  
•  Re-­‐wri7ng	
  or	
  re-­‐vision	
  (the	
  stretch)	
  25-­‐75%	
  
•  Edi7ng	
  (proofreading	
  as	
  a	
  kind	
  of	
  reading)	
  
	
  
Break	
  the	
  assignment	
  into	
  pieces	
  with	
  due	
  
dates.	
  You	
  can	
  begin	
  with	
  the	
  method	
  sec7on.	
  



3.	
  RESPONDING	
  TO	
  WRITING	
  
	
  

•  Murray	
  Handout	
  asks	
  different	
  ques7ons	
  of	
  
different	
  stages.	
  The	
  author	
  can	
  suggest	
  the	
  
criteria	
  that	
  concern	
  them	
  (not	
  grammar)	
  

•  Respond	
  to	
  early	
  draYs	
  globally	
  
•  Fast	
  turnaround	
  counts	
  
•  Posi7ve	
  helps:	
  iden7fies	
  what	
  works	
  increases	
  
mo7va7on	
  and	
  reduces	
  wri7ng	
  block	
  









	
  
4.	
  WRITING	
  IN	
  THE	
  DISCIPLINE	
  

Clash	
  of	
  pedagogies	
  of	
  general	
  wri/ng	
  strategies	
  
(freshman	
  composi7on)	
  and	
  the	
  situated	
  nature	
  
of	
  wri/ng	
  
Genre	
  (reports,	
  proposals,	
  disserta7ons),	
  
Methods	
  (interview,	
  observa7ons,	
  cita7on	
  
style),	
  and	
  Discourse/Jargon	
  (show	
  talk,	
  shop	
  
talk)	
  
	
  



5.	
  LITERATURE	
  REVIEW	
  
•  Conversa/on	
  to	
  create	
  new	
  knowledges	
  and	
  
discourses	
  

•  Not	
  thesis/support	
  or	
  claim/evidence,	
  but	
  
rather	
  ques7on/answer	
  or	
  problem/solu7on	
  

•  Literature	
  reviews	
  cluster	
  the	
  scholars	
  that	
  
preceded	
  and	
  notes	
  their	
  omissions,	
  flaws,	
  
next	
  step,	
  and/or	
  implica7ons	
  

	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  



THEY	
  SAY,	
  I	
  SAY:	
  Moves	
  that	
  MaAer	
  in	
  
Academic	
  Wri/ng	
  

	
   	
  Some	
  say	
  x,	
  some	
  say	
  y,	
  I	
  say	
  z	
  
Templates	
  from	
  Gerald	
  Graff	
  and	
  Cathy	
  Birkenstein	
  

Disagreeing	
  is	
  easiest!!	
  
X’s	
  claim	
  that	
  ____	
  rests	
  upon	
  the	
  ques7onable	
  
assump7on	
  that	
  ___________.	
  

	
  
By	
  focusing	
  on	
  _______,	
  X	
  overlooks	
  the	
  deeper	
  
problem	
  of	
  ___________	
  



MORE	
  TEMPLATES	
  

Agreeing	
  and	
  Disagreeing	
  	
  
X	
  is	
  correct	
  that	
  _______,	
  but	
  she	
  is	
  on	
  dubious	
  
grounds	
  to	
  claim	
  _________	
  
	
  
Although	
  I	
  concede	
  that	
  X	
  _______,	
  I	
  s7ll	
  insist	
  
that_______	
  
	
  
Whereas	
  X	
  provides	
  ample	
  evidence	
  that	
  _____,	
  Y	
  and	
  Z’s	
  
research	
  on	
  _____	
  and	
  ____	
  alterna7vely	
  
demonstrates_________	
  	
  



MORE	
  TEMPLATES	
  

Agreeing	
  with	
  a	
  Difference	
  
	
  
X	
  is	
  surely	
  right	
  about	
  ______	
  because,	
  as	
  she	
  may	
  not	
  
be	
  aware,	
  recent	
  studies	
  have	
  shown	
  __________	
  
	
  
X’s	
  theory	
  of	
  _______	
  is	
  useful	
  because	
  it	
  sheds	
  light	
  on	
  
the	
  difficult	
  problem	
  of	
  _______	
  
	
  



WRITING	
  IS	
  A	
  PRACTICE	
  MORE	
  LIKE	
  BASKETBALL	
  
THAN	
  LIKE	
  READING	
  A	
  BOOK	
  

	
  
•  Read	
  ar7cles	
  and	
  disserta7ons	
  to	
  discover	
  
conven7ons,	
  BUT	
  apply	
  them	
  in	
  your	
  wri7ng.	
  

•  Wri7ng	
  groups	
  will	
  hone	
  your	
  skills	
  of	
  reading	
  
and	
  wri7ng	
  reflec7vely	
  

•  You	
  can	
  hire	
  an	
  editor	
  when	
  you	
  are	
  all	
  
through	
  the	
  process.	
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